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COMMUNIQUE #4 January 2018 
TO: Parish Christian Family Life Standing Committee Chairpersons
From: Teresa Psutka, Diocesan Christian Family Life Chair
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

On behalf  of  Teresa,  who is  recovering  nicely  from surgery,  welcome to  new and  second term chairpersons  of
Christian Family Life Standing Committees.

Ministry to  Youth:  A  video created by  a group of  Catholic  high school  students  in  the Archdiocese of  Hartford,
Connecticut in response to a senator’s remark, “Where is God in all the tragedy in the world today?” is available at
youtube.com/embed/j  Fz4uUfPfN8?rel=0&autoplay=1.  Consider  promoting  its  use  to  your  parish  council
counterparts.

The Vatican released an online anonymous questionnaire open to youth aged 16-29 years of age regardless of faith or
religion,  to  better  understand  their  lives,  attitudes  and  concerns.  The  questionnaire  is  available  at
youth.synod2018.va/content/synod2018/it.html.  Information  provided  will  be  the  basis  for  drafting  a  working
document for the assembly.  In January 2017, Pope Francis called for a Synod of Bishops to take place in October of
2018 on the topic of, "Young People, the Faith, and Vocational Discernment". All dioceses, including the Archdiocese
of Toronto, have been asked by the Holy Father to provide input which will be used to help draft the Instrumentum
Laboris, the working paper for the Synod participants. In order to provide the most accurate and valuable input to the
Vatican, the young people, and those who work with young people, throughout the Archdiocese of Toronto were
asked to gather their thoughts on this subject matter and all the feedback received was submitted to the Vatican. To
follow the next stage of developments,  the Vatican has created a website
http://www.synod2018.va/content/synod2018/en.html 

Ministry to Seniors: During an interview, Saint Mary’s College of California professor Anna Corwin stated that in a
study of a religious women’s infirmary over a period of seven years, the sisters caring for their peers, did not talk
“elder talk”; a loud, slow, simple, patronizing and common form of baby talk for seniors. They told jokes and stories,
while  speaking  to  the  individuals  suffering  from  varying  degrees  of  dementia,  Alzheimer’s  disease,  stroke  and
neurological deterioration. Consider promoting this technique through your members who talk to and work with
seniors experiencing these impairments.

There are many Christian family life resolutions that can be used as education tools for members on the national
website, at www.cwl.ca.

Encourage your members to follow the Holy Spirit by taking appropriate action on these resolutions.

The National Week for Life and the Family will be celebrated across Canada, the 13th to 20th of May 2018, from the
Solemnity of the Ascension of the Lord to Pentecost Sunday.  Ascension Sunday this year also coincides with Mother's
Day.  For  the  sixth  consecutive  year,  the  Canadian  Conference  of  Catholic  Bishops  (CCCB)  is  offering
dioceses/eparchies,  parishes,  as  well  as  Catholic  organizations  and  associations  groups  possible  resources  and
options  for planning and organizing local  activities.  The theme for  2018 is  "Love:  Encountering the Other".  The
resources have been prepared by the Catholic Organization for Life and Family (COLF), working in collaboration and
consultation  with  the  Canadian  Conference  of  Catholic  Bishops,  and  are  available  online  and  may  be  freely
downloaded and reproduced by dioceses/eparchies, parishes and other non-profit groups.

Teresa is looking forward to meeting all of you at our executive meeting on Saturday, January 27th, 2018 at Holy Spirit
parish, 1489 Shea Road, Stittsville from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.


